
USING THE CHANGE AGENT 

TO TEACH IN THE 

REMOTE/HYBRID 

CLASSROOM

August 11, 2021 (1:15-2:15)

Cynthia Peters (cpeters@worlded.org)



Agenda

• Welcome/Introductions – 5 mins

• What’s new at The Change Agent? – 10 mins

• Field Trip together, visit Pandemic Haircut Google slides 

– 5 mins.

• Short Tour – 5 mins

• Field Trip to Google Slides – on your own – 10 mins

• Content from the “Talking about Race” issue – 10 mins

• Field Trip to Audio Index + report back – 10 mins

• Wrap up/Questions/Comments – 5 mins



Recent issues of The Change Agent



New Format for upcoming issues of

The Change Agent – now publishing

three times per year!

August 15, 2021: 

Doing Our Jobs and 

Caring for Our 

Children

November 15, 2021: 

Advocating for Our 

Communities and 

Safety on the Job

February 15, 2022: 

Re-Training 

Ourselves, Re-

Making Our Work

Plus: focus 

on writing!



What does The Change Agent do?

• Offers diverse themes that are relevant to adult learners 

(and written by adult learners)

• Provides students with the opportunity to write for an 

authentic audience of peers. A new Call for Articles will be 

published in February 2022.

• Includes pre- and post-activities that help teach writing

• Provides models of writing that students can study and 

replicate – and be inspired by!

• Is remote-friendly – available in PDF, audio, and Google 

slides

• Provides a forum for community engagement!



p. 19, Level 4

PDF



Online text with option 

to “Leave a Reply”



Audio

https://changeagent.nelrc.org/issues/issue-51-

september-2020-pandemic/audio-pandemic-

haircut/

https://changeagent.nelrc.org/issues/issue-51-september-2020-pandemic/audio-pandemic-haircut/


Google slides

https://changeagent.

nelrc.org/in-the-

classroom/lesson-

packets/#packet25

https://changeagent.nelrc.org/in-the-classroom/lesson-packets/#packet25


Field Trip
Together, we’ll visit the 

“Pandemic Haircut” Google 

slides: 

https://changeagent.nelrc.

org/in-the-

classroom/lesson-

packets/#packet25

https://changeagent.nelrc.org/in-the-classroom/lesson-packets/#packet25


To Access The Change Agent:

Go to: 
https://changeagent.nelrc.org/nelrc-member-states/

Quesitons? Contact me at cpeters@worlded.org

https://changeagent.nelrc.org/nelrc-member-states/
mailto:cpeters@worlded.org


Short tour. Key links:

• Home page: https://changeagent.nelrc.org/

• Current and all back issues: 
https://changeagent.nelrc.org/issues/

• In the classroom: https://changeagent.nelrc.org/in-the-
classroom/
❑ Beginner packets: https://changeagent.nelrc.org/for-beginners/

❑ Lesson packets (including google slide versions) 
https://changeagent.nelrc.org/in-the-classroom/lesson-packets/

❑ Global index, sortable by LEVEL: https://changeagent.nelrc.org/in-
the-classroom/reading-levels/

❑ Call for Articles: https://changeagent.nelrc.org/write-for-us/

https://changeagent.nelrc.org/
https://changeagent.nelrc.org/issues/
https://changeagent.nelrc.org/in-the-classroom/
https://changeagent.nelrc.org/for-beginners/
https://changeagent.nelrc.org/in-the-classroom/lesson-packets/
https://changeagent.nelrc.org/in-the-classroom/reading-levels/
https://changeagent.nelrc.org/write-for-us/


1. Visit Lesson Packet #24 “Voter Suppression vs. Fraud”
https://changeagent.nelrc.org/in-the-classroom/lesson-packets

2. Visit Lesson Packet #26 “Teach about Race” 
https://changeagent.nelrc.org/in-the-classroom/lesson-packets

a) Black Lives Matter — high intermediate ESOL

b) Talking to the Police — high intermediate ESOL

c) Introduction to Racism in the U.S. — high intermediate ESOL

d) Equality vs. Equity — can be adapted for various levels

3. Visit the Google slides in the “Mental Health” issue 
https://changeagent.nelrc.org/

Field Trip

https://changeagent.nelrc.org/in-the-classroom/lesson-packets
https://changeagent.nelrc.org/in-the-classroom/lesson-packets
https://changeagent.nelrc.org/


Content that helps you address equity

• Explicit content – e.g., “Talking 

about Race” and “Indigenous 

Peoples.”

• Integrated into other themes –

e.g., “Transportation,” “Play,” 

“Pandemic,” “Mental Health.”

• Student voices in the lead!

• Activities aligned to the 

standards – to help you teach 

basic skills.
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Standards-aligned activity: look for 

evidence



Use the audio articles to teach reading



Advantages of listening to audio

• Comprehension (due to hearing expression), 

• Pronunciation (opportunity to copy pronunciation), 

• reading fluency (opportunity to mimic inflection), 

• digital literacy from navigating around

• Punctuation – the “sound” of a commas, periods, etc.

• Leveled articles gives students a chance to notice when 

they have mastered a certain level, and note 

advancement



1. Visit the sortable table of contents with audio

https://changeagent.nelrc.org/in-the-classroom/reading-levels/

Field Trip

https://changeagent.nelrc.org/in-the-classroom/reading-levels/


Writer from Shoreline Adult Ed. in Branford, CT

(in upcoming issue being published next week)



https://changeagent.nelrc.org/write-for-us/

Next Call for Articles: February 2022

https://changeagent.nelrc.org/write-for-us/


Writing Standards summed up in four clusters

1. Write arguments, informational/explanatory texts, and 
narratives. Stress complexity, reasoning, evidence, 
and details.

2. Be clear (grammatical) and organized. Know your 
audience. Speak clearly to them. Plan; revise. Use 
technology and the Internet to produce and publish 
writing and to collaborate and interact.

3. Research. Use various print and digital sources. 
Assess credibility of those sources. 
DO NOT plagiarize. (Note about Google translate.)

4. Write routinely over extended time frames and shorter 
time frames for range of tasks, purposes, and 
audiences. 

https://changeagent.nelrc.org/in-the-classroom/ccr/

https://changeagent.nelrc.org/in-the-classroom/ccr/


Strategies to get started writing:

Respond to a text: Read and respond to a piece of 

writing. Notice both the substance of the piece and the 

writing technique. What works? What doesn’t?

Informal conversation: Talk it over first – to get your ideas 

out. Ask someone to help you by taking notes as you talk.

Interview: Work with a partner and interview each other. 

When you are listening, don’t add your own opinions. Try to 

reflect back what you hear and ask for more.



Some key things to remember about

The Change Agent

• The magazine is 90% student writing

• A new “Call for Articles” will be published in February 

(deadline early May). Writers receive a $50 gift card.

• Our new publishing schedule: August 15, November 15, 

and February 15.

• On our website, you can find online audio, lesson 

packets, beginner packets, grids that show how content 

is aligned to standards, free webinars for how to teach 

using each issue, and more.

• If you want a short refresher, watch the 2-minute video 

tour we have on our top page.



Reminder!

If you are in a state-funded program, go to 

https://changeagent.nelrc.org/nelrc-member-states/. Please share 

this link with other teachers in state-funded programs.

Contact me at cpeters@worlded.org

https://changeagent.nelrc.org/nelrc-member-states/
mailto:cpeters@worlded.org

